
 
 

The  

Messenger 
November 2015 

Saltaire United Reformed Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to our church: 
a place of worship and of 
community. 



 
 

Giving Hope to the Hopeless 

Since the Syrian conflict began in March of 2011, more than half 

of the country’s population of 22 million has been forced to flee 

their homes. It is difficult to comprehend the suffering, and pain 

that so many have endured, and continue to bear, particularly 

when the United Nations Refugee Agency statistics show that 6 

million children are among the numbers of Syrians displaced. 

In the last month World Vision, the World’s largest international 

children’s charity, revealed that since the beginning of the Syrian 

crisis they have given aid to more than two million children 

throughout Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq. Children affected by 

the Syrian conflict are more at risk of becoming malnourished, 

abused, and exploited. Thousands of children across Syria have 

been killed in walking to and from school by snipers who have 

been positioned in and around school buildings, and in the last 

week World Vision have estimated that millions of children have 

been forced to leave school over the last three months. 

An estimated 4.8 million people are trapped in areas of Syria that 

are difficult to access because of the conflict and, as a direct 

consequence, aid groups and agencies are finding it increasingly 

more challenging to provide the necessary basic food and medical 

supplies that are needed to ensure the safety and survival of the 

people. 

In the last year, many heads of state and leaders of the world 

have described Syria’s civil war as ‘the worst humanitarian 

disaster of our time’. The worldwide public response to the war in 

Syria has been incredibly comforting, and at times overwhelming. 

Various aid organisations recently reported that there has been a 

greater rise in the number of people making applications to 

become aid workers within this last year than in the previous years 

of the Syrian conflict. 

What then is the reason behind such an outpouring of love and 
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compassion? Why have millions of people throughout the world offered to open their 

homes in order to provide shelter and long term support to Syrian refugees and those 

seeking asylum? 

As a Christian, I believe that our God who created this world in which we live, has, and 

is today continually encouraging all people to open their hearts and minds to the 

wonderful possibilities of what life on earth can be, if we would only reach out to those 

who are in need and share our resources. 

Early in September of this year, in what can only be described as an innovative 

community centre in Bradford, I met Khalil, one of the first Syrian refugees living under 

Britain’s resettling scheme. Khalil shared some of his experience of the ways in which 

he and his family have struggled to survive in the last four years. As Khalil’s story 

unfolded, I noticed the repetition of certain words littered throughout his detailed 

narrative, but it was the word ‘hope’ that loomed large during our meeting. Khalil 

described the sadness he had found in looking into the eyes of his children, and how the 

realisation moved through the whole of his being that his children had lost all hope that 

things would change, or that they would know peace in their lifetime. 

In the two hours that I spent with Khalil, I learned a great deal about family life lived in a 

war zone, and at times it was deeply painful to listen to such a harrowing account of the 

physical and mental wounds inflicted by war. Khalil shared how in the kindness of 

others, hope in a happier future had been restored for him and for his family. 

As I was leaving, Khalil asked me to pray for two things - that he and his family would 

continue to find a sense of healing, and that I would offer prayers for his people back in 

his homeland of Syria, who are still living without light and without hope. 

As Christians we believe and want to know that God has a plan for each of us, and that 

there is hope for a hopeless world. In the days that followed my meeting with Khalil, the 

following words from the book of Jeremiah remained with me: 

‘For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord. Plans to prosper you, and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope, and a future’. 

Rev’d Caroline Andrews 
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Diary for November 2015 

Date Time Event 

Sun 1st     
10.30am 
 

 

Communion Service led by Rev. Caroline Andrews.  
Organist: Mr Geoff Collins 
 

Tue 3rd       
 

7.30pm 
 

 

Elders’ Meeting 
 

Thurs 5th  

 

5pm- 
7pm 

 

Bonfire night plot supper (see notices for more details). 

Sun 8th   

 

 

10.30am  

 

Remembrance Service led by Rev. Caroline Andrews.    
Organist: Mr John Chapman. 
 

Wed 11th  

 

10.30am- 
4pm 

 

Church open for Remembrance Day. 

Sun 15th       

 

10.30am 
 
 

12noon 
 

 

Family Service led by Rev. Caroline Andrews. 
Organist: Mr Geoffrey Popple. 
 

Church meeting. 
 

Sat 21st  
10am? 

 

12 – 4pm 

 

Children in Need Bake sale (more details to be announced) 
 

Charity event (see notices for more details) 

Sun 22nd   

 

 

10.30am 
 
 

12 noon 

 

Family Service and Junior Church prize giving  led by Rev. 
Caroline Andrews 
Organist: Mr Geoffrey Popple. 
 

Messenger deadline for December/January’s edition. 
 

Sun 29th  

 

10.30am 
 

Advent Family Service led by Mrs Valerie Jenkins. 
Organist: Mr John Chapman. 
 

 

Future Dates for your Diary 
Friday 4th Dec   (time TBA) Putting up the Christmas tree. 
Saturday 5th Dec   3pm    Advent Service and Christmas party. 
Tuesday 8th Dec   7.30pm   Rotary Carol Concert. 
Sunday 13th Dec  10.30am   Toy giving service. 
Sunday 20th Dec   6.30pm    Carols by Candlelight service. 
Thursday 24th Dec  11.15pm   Christmas Eve Communion. 
Friday 25th Dec   11am    Christmas morning service. 
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Regular Church Activities 

 
The church is open to visitors 2pm-4pm Monday to Friday from April to September. 

 
 

Please join in! New group members are assured a warm welcome. 
 

Bell ringing contacts:  Len Morris 01274 597894 
   Robert Appleby 01274 223753 
Scout contact:  Barbara Lawson   01274 591931 
Under 40’s contact: Leona Holland 07522 106912 
Toddlers’ group contact: Valerie Jenkins  01274 542510 

Helen O’Loan 01274 405847 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

10.30am 
Service: 
 
 

1pm–4pm 

 

1st – Communion 
2nd –Scout Groups’ Parade 
3rd 4th & 5th – Family Services 
 

Church & cafe open to the public (all year) 
 

 

 

1.30–3pm 
 

7–8.30pm 

 

Toddlers’ Praise Time 
 

Bell ringing practice 
 

 

 

7-7.30pm 
 

7.30pm 

 

Prayer meeting for the Church and Saltaire 
 

Elders’ meeting (meets 1st Tue in the month) 
 

 

 

10.30am  
 

6-9pm 

 

Informal Worship Service 
 

5th Shipley Scout Groups’ meetings 
 

 

 

10.30am 
 

Under 40’s Group (meets 2nd Sat of each month) 



 

~ 6 ~ 
 

 
Thanks & Notices 

CHARITY EVENT 
Young people on the NCS programme and the charity Little Heroes will be running a 
fundraising Christmas fair to raise money to buy Christmas presents for children in 
hospital suffering from cancer. We are holding this at URC in the West room on 
Saturday 21st Nov, 12:00 – 16:00. The young people will be running activities such as 
face painting, tombola, raffle, toy sale and many other stalls and Christmas fun.  All 
donations will go towards buying Christmas presents for children suffering from cancer 
in hospital. 
Danielle Martin, Assistant Programme Manager, The Challenge 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS 
A huge “thank you” to the ladies who have given of their time and money to provide 
flowers for our church during the last 12 months. Thanks also to the people who have 
donated money which has enabled us to buy a floral arrangement for special occasions. 
At the moment there are just five of us on the flower rota but I am delighted to say one 
lady has volunteered to rejoin us next year. It would make it easier if at least two other 
people feel able to join us on either a regular or occasional basis. The role entails: 
a) buying flowers (reimbursement available on request) 
b) putting the flowers in church (arranged to the best of your ability) ready for Sunday 
morning worship 
c) throwing out dead flowers from earlier weeks and putting away empty vases. 
I suspect this is a forlorn request but if you feel this is a job you can do, please have a 
word with me. 
Thank you. 
Pauline Sleight. 
 
BABY NEWS 
We want to thank God for the safe delivery of Roshni Isabella Richard on 24 
September to Naveen and Nitilha (Shalom), baby sister to Ashish who has  
been at toddlers and Junior Church. Also, for the safe delivery of Thomas Eduardo Ortiz 
Hewitt on 24 October to Jen (sister of Leona Holland) and Miguel. 
  
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
The Church Christmas lunch will be held (as usual) at Oakwood Hall on Sunday 
10th January 2016. Time 12:30 for 1pm. 
Price for lunch is £17.50 pp, includes 3 courses with tea or coffee. 
Sheila Bruce 
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THANK YOU! 
I should like to express my very grateful thanks to all those who sent me “get well” cards 
after my recent knee operation. It is gradually getting better, some days I find it easier to 
walk than others – also the weather can affect it. Also thanks to those who have given 
me lifts to and from church. 
Robert Moorby 
Also 
We want to thank David Newton & Mike Howson for the brilliant painting of the 
basement windows. Something we haven't got round to in over three years! 
David and Helen O´Loan 
 
A CALL TO PRAYER 
All are welcome to join in prayer for the United Reformed Church to seek ‘what the Spirit 
is saying to the churches’ at two prayer gatherings arranged by GEAR in consultation 
with the General Secretariat: 
 

January 15th 7-9pm (Church will be open from 5pm) at Bolton Villas URC Bradford, 
Livingstone Rd, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD2 1PZ. For more details contact Rev. Sally 
Willett 01925 487 851 era@gear.org.uk 
 

30th January 2-4pm at City Temple, Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2DE. For more 
details contact John Hardaker 01462 646 326 john.era@gear.org.uk 
 

 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2016 
Sally Willett will be coordinating intercessory prayer for General Assembly 2016 in 
Southport. If you would like to serve the church by supporting General Assembly in 
prayer please contact Sally era@gear.org.uk 
 
PLOT SUPPER 
Everyone is invited to join in the Plot Supper on Thursday 5th November in the 
downstairs rooms. Pie and peas will be served – please give your order to Dick and 
Janet Clark. People are welcome to bring additional food items and sparklers to share. 
 
CELEBRATION 
The church hosted a lovely wedding for Ben & Kate Parkins on Saturday 24th October 
with friends & family coming from Peru, Newcastle, Leeds and the South of England. 
(Ben is a grandson of Bert & Sheila Thornton) 
Helen O´Loan 
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NEW CHURCH MEMBERS 
Richard and Sue Longbottom will come into full membership of the church on Sunday, 
the 15th of November 2015, and after the service there will be a celebration to mark the 
occasion with cake, tea, and coffee. 
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Sweet Caroline 

Lying awake in the early hours, unable to get back to sleep (something I am sure most 
of us have experienced at some time or another) I found myself racking my brains as to 
how to respond to Leona’s appeal for items to include in the next issue of the 
Messenger. Then, out of the blue, the words of a Neil Diamond song of many years ago 
popped into my head, and I decided that this was an appropriate time to put something 
in writing in appreciation of our own “Sweet Caroline”. 
 

We may have had a long wait, but then many of the good things in life are worth waiting 
for, and we thank the Lord for guiding Caroline to Saltaire, bringing with her her infinite 
compassion, her depth of knowledge, wisdom, her wealth of life experience, her 
wonderfully warm personality, and so much more besides, not least her husband Mike, 
who has also done so much for the church since they arrived. 
 

It would not be difficult to lose sight of the fact that a good proportion of her time is to be 
devoted to her work as a chaplain in the local community, and the two aspects of her 
dual roles have presented her with a massive challenge, which she is tackling with 
characteristic determination. It therefore behooves us all to support her in any way we 
can, and although not everyone is able to offer practical help, we can all hold her in our 
prayers and ask for God’s help in fulfilling her mission in Saltaire – to bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to as many people as possible. We are truly blest. 
 

Angela Priestley 

 

Prayer Matters 

The prayer meeting still takes place each Tuesday at 7pm.  Everybody is welcome, 
no experience is needed.  You can come and listen to the music, the quiet and the 
spoken prayers of others – no pressure to pray aloud! 
 

If you can’t make the meeting, you can join us in your own space and time.  Some 
recent and ongoing items for thanks and prayer include: 
 

All parents as the weather makes getting out much harder; Leona's  
sister Jen on the birth of her first baby; Valerie Jenkins; John & Angela Priestly;  
Sheila Bruce; Alan & Audrey Evans; Dick & Janet Clark; Mabel Goldthorpe; and  
everyone struggling with health and other challenges. 
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Bible Puzzle 

There are 25 books of the Bible mentioned in this piece. 
 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. Someone found it in a seat pocket on a flight to 
Honolulu, keeping himself occupied for hours. One man from Sussex worked on this 
while fishing with John, Roy studied it whilst playing his banjo, Elaine mentioned it in 
one of her talks. One woman judges the job to be so involved that she brews a cup of 
tea to calm her nerves. There will be some names easy to spot, that’s a fact. Some 
people will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not 
necessarily capitalized. 
 

The truth is, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a 
scholar to see some of them at the worst. Something in our genes is responsible for the 
difficulties we have. Those able to find them all will hear great lamentations from those 
who have to be shown. One revelation may help, books like Timothy and Samuel may 
occur without their numbers, and punctuation or spaces in the middle are normal. A 
“chip of the old block” may help you compete. Remember, there are 25 books lurking 
somewhere in this passage. 
 

Thanks to Robert Moorby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
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Eldership 

What is being an Elder mean? 
I get the impression that there are some serious misunderstandings about being an 
Elder in the church.  I have been an Elder off and on for about thirty years now so I hope 
that I can explain a few of the responsibilities of being an elder.   
 

What it is not:- 
It is not doing a wide variety of duties! 
Not being an elder keeps your responsibility as a church member to help out with church 
duties to keep the church running.  If you are not an elder then you can still be helping 
out with a wide range of tasks such as : handing out hymn books and greeting people 
on arrival at a service;  taking the collection; reading lessons and contributing to the 
service as the minister asks for assistance; helping out  with coffee duty (preparing 
coffee for after the service); contributing articles to the Messenger;  visiting church 
attendees who need support in one way or another;  assisting in preparing communion; 
ring bells before the church service (training is needed and is provided and you become 
part of a team who enjoy working together); opening the church for visitors on 
afternoons in the summer and on Sundays;  helping out for special events; and a few 
more that I have no doubt overlooked. A key responsibility is to attend church meeting 
and help take key decisions within the church. 
 

What skills do you need to be an elder? 
Be a church member (but if you are not then you can still think about becoming one- talk 
to Caroline if you would like to learn more) 
Have some wisdom or some common sense! 
 

The list is a lot shorter than general duties of a church member. 
When I became an elder, it was in Cambridgeshire – I was doing a full time job – I was 
running a district Venture Scout Group – I was running the local Scout Group – I was a 
member of the local photography club. 
 

Now we are facing having only five elders one of whom is church secretary.  Key 
decisions need to be taken and some key recommendations put to the church meeting 
 

Well – are we to have just four to five elders? 
 

Len Morris 
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