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Welcome to our church: 
a place of worship and of 
community. 



 
 

 



 

~ 3 ~ 
 

Word from the Interim Moderator  

Dear friends 
 

In my last monthôs letter I said that 2013/14 are going to be 
telling years of development for this church, and so they 
will be. We are looking at the possibility of having a special 
category ministry for our church as part of a broader vision 
for Saltaire World Heritage site; a minister would be here 
at our church but also linked ecumenically throughout 
Saltaire. A partnership of great hope for the future. A 
great deal of time has been put into this project by our 
church secretary, Valerie, and our moderator, Kevin, and 
myself, along with other denominational leaders in the 
area. Get to know as much as you can about it and if 
anyone asks you about it, swell with enthusiasm about it! 
 

Our aim is to see the church grow in faith and number.  
óBums on seatsô is how some put it scornfully, but I believe 
as people come in and begin to share with us, they too will 
grow in faith. It would be lovely to see even more people on 
a Sunday morning in worship. So four things: 
1. Let each one of us seek daily to grow in our faith. 
2. If we are not Church members, letôs inquire and seek to 
join the church. Ring me on 01274 869065 so I can 
arrange to come and share with you. 
3. Invite friends, neighbours and family to join us. 
4. Letôs be regular in Worship, at Church Meetings, and 
supportive of all activities. 
 

We have such a loving God who has revealed Himself in 
Jesus Christ and calls us all to join together in the exciting 
journey of faith.  
 

Jeremiah Ch. 29 v. 11 says:- òFor I know the plans I have 
for youó declares the LORD òplans to prosper you and 
not to harm you plans to give you hope and a futureó 
 

May God bless and guide us all. 
 

Love in Jesus name  
 

Alan, your Interim Moderator 

 
Our  services 
are children-
friendly, with 
a Sunday 
School for 
very young 
children and 
their carers, 
which starts 
after the first 
20 minutes of 
the service. 
 
Coffee and 
Tea are 
served after 
each Sunday 
service in the 
downstairs 
rooms. 
Please do 
join us.  
 
If you wish to 
discuss a 
wedding or 
christening, 
please see 
one of the 
authorized 
persons at 
the front desk 
after a 
Sunday 
service. 
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Diary for March  2013 

Date Time Event 

Sun 3rd 10.30am 

 

Communion Service led by Alan Evans.  
Post-service food theme: Lemon (Springtime) 

Tue 5th 7.30pm 
 

Eldersô meeting 

Sat 9th 
- 

10.30am 
11am 

 

Yorkshire Synod 
Under 40ôs meeting 
Church Membership talk. Everyone welcome. 

Sun 10th 10.30am 

 

Parade & Mothering Sunday and Baptismal Service  
led by Valerie Jenkins 

Sat 16th  
 

9.30am  
 

Wedding Preparation at Vicars Cafe. 

Sun 17th 

 

10.30am 
 

12 noon 

 

Family Service led by James Duncan 
 

Church Meeting 

Sun 24th 10.30am 
 

Palm Sunday Service led by the Worship Group 

Fri 29th  
9.30am 
10.30am  

 

Hot Cross Buns in downstairs rooms 
Good Friday Worship led by Valerie Jenkins 

Sat 30th  
10.30am 
12.30pm  

 

Decoration of  Church for Easter Day 
Wedding of Matthew Peary & Faye Miller 

Sun 31st  
10.30am 

1pm 

 

Easter Day Communion Service led by Allan Blue 
Wedding of Joseph Malynowsky & Rachel Wood 

 

 
Advance Notice of Forthcoming Events  

Mon 1st April ï Weekday openings  commence 
Sat/Sun 13th/14th April ï World Heritage Celebration 
Sun 14th April ï 154th Church Anniversary Service 
Sun 21st April ï St. Georgeõs Day Parade of District Scouts and Cubs 
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Regular Church Activities  

 

 

10.30am 
Service: 
 
 

1pmï4pm 

 

1st ï Communion 
2nd ïScout Groups Parade 
3rd 4th & 5th ï Family Services 
 

Church open to the public (all year) 
 

 

 

1.30ï3pm 
 

6pm 
 

7ï8.30pm 

 

Toddlersô Praise Time 
 

Beaver, Cubs & Scouts 
 

Bell ringing practice 
 

 

 
7-7.30pm 
 

7.30pm 

 
Prayer meeting for the Church and Saltaire 
 

Eldersô meeting (meets 1st Tue in the month) 
 

 

 
6-9pm 

 
5th Shipley Scout Groupsô meetings 
 

 

 
 

2.30pm Oct-Mar 
4pm Apr-Sept 
 

 
Choir Practice (time negotiable) 

 

 
10.30am 

 
Under 40ôs Group (meets 2nd Sat each month) 
 

 

The church is open to visitors 2pm-4pm Monday to Friday from April to 

September. 

Please join in! New group members are assured a warm welcome. 
 
Bell ringing contact:   Len Morris 01274597894 
Choir contact:    Michael Fletcher 01274 672831 
Scout contact:   Barbara Lawson 01274 591931 
Toddlersô group contact:  Valerie Jenkins  01274 542510 
    Helen OôLoan 01274405847 
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News from the Pews  

Congratulations to the following people who celebrate their 
birthdays in March:  
2nd ï Vivian Huddleston 5th ï Jen Williamson 
8th ï Len Morris   
27th ð Naomi Holland & Andy Priestley 
 

 We remember the following people in our prayers: 
Mabel Goldthorpe, Sheila Hunter, Michael & Pat 

Holdsworth, Bert & Sheila Thornton, Nancy Richardson 
and those who can no longer worship here with us due to 
infirmity. 
 

 

Appeals, Thanks & Notices  

Could you spare a little time? Extra help is required 
with church and cafe duties. Please sign up for 
whatever you can, even if it is just one shift it will make 
a big difference. The rota is attached to the outside of 
the cafe cupboard. Hours are 1pm-4pm on Sundays. 

Date Cafe Extra Help Church Extra Help 

3rd Mar Joyce & Pauline  Robert  
10th Mar Angela & Roz  John  
17th Mar Doreen & Andy  Len  
24th Mar Sheila & Janet  Dick/Donald  

 

 
A copy of the Church flowers rota for 2013 is on the notice board in the 

vestibule. Anyone wishing to sponsor the cost of flowers, please 
speak with the person named on the rota against your chosen 
date. Contributions towards the general cost of flowers are 
always welcome and can be given to Pauline Sleight. Thank 

you. 
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A meal is being organised at Vicarõs Bistro, Victoria 
Road, on Friday 15th March at 7.30pm. £13.50 for two 

courses or £17.00 for three courses. Drinks extra (they now 
have a license). If you would like to go, please let Simon 
know: 0775 477 8270 

 

 

The Church shop, located inside next to the main doors, has 
a great selection of cards, postcards, pencils, etc. Pop in and 
check out the selection. The shop is open on Sundays 
1pm-4pm 
 
 

 

As most of you will be aware, we continue to support the Bradford 
Metropolitan Food bank by having baskets available for tinned and non-
perishable foods, one in the vestibule and another at the front of the church 
by the display boards. 

 

It is anticipated that when the new benefit changes come 
into force in April, there will be an even greater demand 
on organisations such as this. 
 

BMFB is a small registered charity run entirely by 
volunteers who receive donations of non-perishable foods 

to give free of charge to organisations working with vulnerable people in 
need of food. 
 

Included in this issue is the latest letter of thanks from BMFB.  
 

Please help ð remember ña living church is a giving church.ò 
 

Janet Clark 
 

 
 

Friday 1st March is Womenõs World Day of Prayer, 
Celebrated at St. Walburgaôs at 7.30pm, lead by Anne 
Huntley, the preacher will be Valerie Pavillard, and the 
pianist will be Norma Reed. 
 

 
 

The URC Yorkshire Assembly will be held on 15th May at 
The Spa in Scarborough. Speakers are Harry Gratian of 
óLook Northô and Rev. Kevin Watson, Moderator. A local 
coach will be provided. If you are interested in attending, 
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please let Valerie Jenkins know.  
Exploring Prayer in Saltaire - As an experiment, the Elders 
agreed on 12th February that we as a church family could try to 
pray in church each Tuesday evening from 7.00pm to 

7.30pm.  Over the weeks it may include music, silence, listening, 
reading of bible passages and set prayers, interceding for those in 

need, praying for our village, church and wider area.  Maybe we could look 
at prayer maps, globes and prayer walks.  
 

No-one has got prayer ósortedô; it is a mystery and we all struggle to pray 
much of the time; but the Bible teaches us there is a place for meeting to 
pray together as well as private prayer and the prayers included in church 
worship services. 
 

Everyone is welcome, from the rawest beginner to the most prayerful 
saint; we may open it to passers-by and villagers when the evenings get 
lighter.  But whatever the theme or style on any Tuesday, we will always try 
to make space to listen to any concerns anyone might bring and seek to turn 
them into prayer.  We can also raise again to God the concerns written in the 
book for visitorsô prayers.   
 

David OõLoan 
 

 
 

The church will be open each weekday from 2-4pm from 
1st April ð 30th September. This opening of the church is a 
major commitment on the part of many members and friends 
of the church. Can you help? Please! 

 

If you are willing to be part of this rota, even standing in just occasionally, 
Janet Clark would be delighted to hear from you. 
 

This year the Elders propose that one of those on duty should do a short 
reading and prayer ð the words for which will be provided ð at 2.30pm 
and at 3.30pm, even if the church is empty of visitors at those times. The 
aim is to make our visitors aware that this is not just a museum or a 
wedding venue, but a living community of active Christians. 
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The world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not deep enough for 
his tomb, the clouds are not wide enough for his winding-sheet. - 
Edward Thomson 
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SILENT AUCTION - Spring is just around the corner (we 
hope!), and it is just possible that your thoughts may be 
turning to some serious cleaning and decluttering. If that 
is the case, we should be grateful for any items which 
you no longer have need of for our forthcoming 
Silent Auction. We will accept virtually anything, from 
old masters to unwanted Christmas presents! 
 

We have decided to have a change of day and time this year, and 
consequently the auction will take place on Saturday 20th April, starting 
at 10.30am in the church rooms. Tea and coffee will be available to enjoy 
while you browse. We are hoping that this will encourage people to come 
who are not keen on turning out in the evenings, and also hopefully attract 
some of the many visitors who frequent the village at the weekends. 
 

More details will follow in the next issue of the Messenger, but in the 
meantime, please put the date in your diary, and start searching those 
cupboards and attics! 
 

John and Angela Priestley 
 

 

ñEvery Mother wants to feed her childrenò Thereõs enough food 
for everyone in the world, yet not everyone has 
enough food. The Enough Food For Everyone IF 
campaign is to be taken to the people of Shipley. At 
the Mothers Day market in Shipley town centre on 
Saturday 9th March, a stall to publicise this will need 
at least 16 volunteers between 9.30am ð 4pm, to 
give out information and to ask the public to write to 
their MPs. 
 

Information will be provided for volunteers to read prior to the event and 
there will be a meeting on Thursday 7th March at 7.30pm at The Noble 
Comb with Alex Jones from Christian Aid to talk through the issues 
and to plan the day. This is a great opportunity for the Christians of Shipley 
and further afield to stand together and show that we care.  
 

If you are interested in helping for just one hour on the day, please contact 
Stephen Bykar: 07411 286073 stephenbykar@gmail.com  
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Heritage Weekend is 13th ð 14th April. We would like to open the church for 
this occasion. The Elders have proposed that we put on display all the 
wonderful records of the church which Pauline Sleight has prepared over the 
years and that our marriage registers should also be available for people to 

look at ï if the registration team can be available. We would 
also like to have the café room open. Again we shall need 
volunteers to supervise the church and the display of 
Paulineõs work and to stock and run the caf®. 

 

Any volunteers for the registers speak to Valerie please, for the exhibition to 
Pauline, and for the café to Janet. This could be a really exciting weekend! 
 

 

Special Category Ministry  for Saltaire  

This is the name given to the scheme operated by the United Reformed 
Church to provide a full time ministry to churches with a special need 
who are unable to pay a ministerial stipend unaided. The challenge of 
ministering to the World Heritage Site of Saltaire - a village set up by a 
Congregationalist and with a Congregational Church at its heart - is one that 
the Yorkshire Moderator and the Synod felt deserved support from this fund. 
It was also agreed that such a Chaplaincy should have the support of the 
other two denominations in the village.  
 

Following meetings with our Methodist and Anglican partners, an application 
was made to the Special Category Ministry fund, and the committee who 
oversee this work have agreed that the proposal is one 
which they wish to consider further. Consequently two 
of the members of that committee will be visiting 
the church on Monday April 22nd to look around the 
church and the village and to discuss with the 
Elders and the Ecumenical Group who are 
exploring this possibility. 
 

Please hold this prospect in your prayers that all involved may be led by the 
Lord to make the right decisions for the future of this church and for the work 
of evangelism in the community. 
 

òLead us Lord, to be able to preach the message of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the community which we are called to serveó Amen 
 

Valerie Jenkins 
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Bishop urges Christian generosity 'to give the 
blood that flows through your veins'   

The Bishop of Carlisle, lead bishop on healthcare for the Church of England, 
has recently urged Christians to consider giving more than money in a 
new campaign launched jointly with the NHS and Churches. 
 

The fleshandblood campaign aims to profile the need 
for more blood and organ donors and encourage 
donation as another way of personal giving within churches. 
Sponsored by Give.net and in association with 
denominations, organisations and festivals including the 

Church of England, Salvation Army, Methodist Church, United Reformed 
Church and Baptist Union, the fleshandblood campaign marks the first 
time the NHS has worked alongside the Church on a national initiative 
of this kind. 
 

The Rt Revd James Newcome says: "fleshandblood is an exciting 
opportunity for the Church. Christians have a mandate to heal, motivated 
by compassion, mercy, knowledge and ability. Extending our 
understanding of the central 
Christian themes of generosity 
and stewardship to include 
blood and organ donation has 
the potential to tangibly 
transform the giver and the 
receiver.  
 

"I would encourage individual 
Christians and local churches 
to engage with the campaign 
as we help address an 
important social issue ... Being 
willing to give ... applies just 
as much to the blood that 
flows in our veins; and the 
organs that are such an 
intrinsic part of our bodies.ò 
Visit www.fleshandblood.org/ 
for more details.  
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Did you know? The United Refo rmed Church  

The United Reformed Church plays a dynamic and challenging part in the 
British Christian community, despite being one of the smaller 
mainstream denominations. It has brought together English 
Presbyterians, English, Welsh and Scottish 
Congregationalists, and members of the Churches of Christ, 
through unions in 1972, 1981 and 2000. Sixty-eight 
thousand people make up 1500 congregations, with nearly 700 
ministers, paid and unpaid. 
 

The United Reformed Church combines its commitment to the 
Reformed tradition with a passionate belief that all Godõs 
people should be one. It seeks to work with Christians of all 
traditions, and rejoices in being part of more than 400 Local 

Ecumenical Partnerships, with the Methodist Church and others. It is also 
committed to theological and cultural diversity. It has declared itself a 
multicultural church, rejoicing in the gifts of members from across the world 
and seeks to hold together a wide variety of theological understandings; the 
valuing of different insights helps the church understand the wonder of 
God. 
 

Worldwide, more than 70 million Christians are members 
of the Reformed family of churches. They uphold the 
historic Trinitarian creeds of the church universal and find the 
supreme authority for their lives in the Word of God in the Bible, 
discerned under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They order their lives 
through councils of the church, where ministers and lay people together 
seek the mind of Christ. 
 

Saltaire United Reformed Church has, with the support of the local Methodist 
and Anglican Churches, applied to the United Reformed Church for Special 
Category Ministry to fund the appointment of a Chaplain to Saltaire World 
Heritage Site and to also act as the minister to the church. The 
application has been received sympathetically and two members of the 
team who deal with these applications will be visiting the church and 
village in April. They need to know that we are ALL enthused by the 
prospect of evangelism in Saltaire. If you want to know more, ask one of the 
Elders. 
 

Valerie Jenkins 
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PROTECT YOUR ASSETS - HELP YOUR CAUSE 

 
Your will is the most important document you will ever possess -

Prevent unwanted stress and cost - write a will today!  
 

10% OF FEE DONATED TO YOUR CHURCH OR CHARITY OF CHOICE 

 
For more details and a FREE initial consultation contact your local 

Consultant  
- A Qualified Associate of the Institute of Professional Willwriters - 

 

Michael Attenborough LLB(Hons),AIPW 
 

Phone - 01274 613729 Mob - -7825 155922 
email - michael.attenborough@aps-legal.com 

 

 

 
Nigel Beeton considers prayer, 
ñwith apologies to WH Daviesò, on 
the theme: 
 

No Time for Prayer? 
 

What is this life if, full of care 
We have no time to spend in prayer? 
No time to meet our Father, dear 
And hear the words we need to hear? 
No time ï because weôre rushed to death 
And fail to feel the Spiritôs breath? 
 

No time ï because our lives, absurd 
Preclude from time spent with His word! 
No time within our full employ 
To know our Lordôs transcending joy? 
What is this life if, full of care 
We have no time to spend in prayer? 
 
 

 
There is an 
old Jewish 

saying: 
God could 

not be 
everywhere, 

and 
therefore He 

made 

mothers. 

mailto:michael.attenborough@aps-legal.com
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Shoebox Distribution Trip to Romania: 
January 2013  

On the 3rd of January this year, I set off with eight other volunteers to begin 
our journey into Northern Romania, delivering the Christmas shoeboxes 
which we had worked so hard to collect at the end of last year. Many of you 
at Saltaire were kind enough to sponsor me for this year, and my most 
heartfelt thanks go to all of you, as well as to all those who prayed for us and 
gave us moral support. It really was quite an experience, and I hope that you 
in turn are touched by reading about it. 
 

As some of you will know, we encountered some problems with the appeal 
itself, as we had moved the appeal from Samaritanôs Purse to a different 
charity, Teams4U. There were people who chose to see this as a move 
towards the secular, which was not what we wanted at all. I also received 
some criticism in the form of an email which questioned why we were taking 
things to Romania. The notion seemed to be that Romania is vastly 
improved now, and in the EU, and doesnôt need that much help. 
 

These were the thoughts in my head as we flew into Hungary, and crossed 
the border into Romania. Iôd never been to Romania before, and didnôt really 
know what to expect. As we arrived in Oradea, our base for the week, it did 
just seem to be a normal Eastern European city; nothing really fancy, but a 
nice place.  
 

However, when we went to the warehouse where most of the boxes had 
spent Christmas, we started to notice the leftovers from the old regime: 
buildings partly reduced to rubble and left to rot, and diseased looking stray 
dogs eyeing us hungrily. We kept a nervous eye on the twitchiest dog while 
loading the cartons on to the trailer. 
 

Our first port of call was the village of Ciocaia, about 30 miles north of 
Oradea. As we left the city, signs of civilisation fell away, although the 
houses remained picturesque. It was only when we turned off the main road 
that things really started to change. Roads became streets, then lanes, then 
finally thick mud tracks. This was our village. 
 

Here, houses were made of anything that could be stuck to something else. 
Where bricks were evident, they were made of mud and straw, but most 
seemed a mish-mash of materials cobbled together from things salvaged 
from a rubbish dump. Sheets of rusting corrugated metal, old sheets and 
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carpets, bits of broken furniture and second hand internal doors all 
contributed to these small, awkward structures which somehow passed as 
houses. 
 

We caused something of a stir. Driving down the length of the village, Nicu ï 
our leader ï called to those on the street in Romanian, and we watched as 
people poured out of the houses. The men hung back a little, observing us 
with amused detachment, while the mothers hurried their children forward, 
and the grandmothers shouted to us in rapid Hungarian and Romanese. 
 

While the trailer was unpacked, we sang, then listened as they sang for us. 
They sang with great feeling, seeming almost oblivious to the biting cold 
which we were dressed for and they werenôt. We were humbled by the 
welcome they gave us, and the joy with which they greeted our gifts. We felt 
like intruders going in to their homes, but it soon became clear that this is 
what they wanted. Whether they were proud of what they had done with the 
desperately little they had and wanted to show it to us, or whether they 
needed to prove the extent of their need wasnôt clear. What was clear was 
that they wanted us there. 
 

It was the same in other villages. Some seemed almost wealthy by 
comparison ï there were villages where people wore coats, and boots, but 
the basic conditions remained the same. Houses seldom had more than one 
room, none had running water or toilets, and families numbered up to eleven 
or twelve. In some villages we did the distributions on the street; in the mud 
or in the snow. In others, where they were fortunate enough to have a 
community room, we were inside, and were often able to talk about The 
Christmas Story with the children. 
 

Communication was a problem; we spoke little Romanian, but the Roma 
spoke largely Hungarian. From time to time we encountered someone with a 
little French, and we could converse. One man told me a little of the village, 
and then we were approached by another young man with tears in his eyes. 
 

We came to understand that the young manôs mother had died, and he 
wanted us to go with him. On entering his house we were struck by the sight 
of a number of wreaths hanging outside, but little could have prepared us for 
the sight of the crude wooden coffin, balanced on two small chairs, which 
took up most of the room ï essentially most of the house. 
 

The young manôs father was there, and he opened up the coffin, even 
removing part of his late wifeôs shroud so we could see her. I think he tried to 
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tell us that she had been quite ill, and that there had been several things 
wrong with her. It felt to us as though we had been pulled in to a very private 
moment, and with the language barrier it was impossible to know what to 
say. Again though, it was clear that he wanted us there, to share the familyôs 
grief and to pay our respects. 
 

More than anything else, it was this episode which touched us. The 
ceremonial placing of the coffin left the family with no room to sleep as far as 
we could see, and yet it was obviously crucial to them that they do it. In the 
midst of such a mass of poverty, the manner in which these people coped 
with the loss of their loved one with such dignity was truly humbling. 
 

And yet, there were many positive experiences. On several occasions we 
visited gypsy churches; often no more than the most basic of halls built to 
serve any purpose. Inside, hundreds gathered, squeezed onto rough pews. 
The more cynical among us might have said they were only there for the 
boxes, but the children knew all the words to all the songs, and bellowed the 
words of the Lordôs Prayer along with the pastors. Overall, the level of faith 
which we encountered amongst the Romanians, both Roma and non-Roma 
was inspiring. 
 

There were other villages too ï Urvind, Alparea and Tinca, where the impact 
made by Teams4U and People To People, the Romanian Christian charity 
with whom we worked, is more than evident. Tiny, purpose built schools 
offer primary level education for children up to age of seventeen ï and with it 
the hope of one day emerging from the circumstances in which, for the 
moment, they are trapped. 
 

I came back from Romania quite overwhelmed, and quite challenged, but I 
also came back with answers. Romania has clearly improved ï especially if 
you only see the cities, but there are 2 million Roma people living in the kind 
of poverty we saw; roughly 10% of the population. People To People are 
working to improve conditions for these and other people for whom Romania 
cannot yet offer a better life. The shoebox appeal offers them a way in to 
more of these remote villages, and paves the way for other projects. 
 

If you would like to know more, please feel free to email me at 
klsimkins@googlemail.com ï or grab me next time Iôm at Saltaire. 
 

Many thanks once again to those who sponsored me. 
 

Karen Simkins 
 

(Daughter of Angela and John Priestley) 
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The egg with added ôEasterõ launches 
2013 campaign   

Congregations, schools and individuals are being asked to support the Real 
Easter Egg 2013 campaign - and help change a life. Of the 80 million 
chocolate eggs expected to be sold in the UK this Spring, the Real Easter 
Egg is the first and only Fairtrade egg to explain the meaning of Easter 
on and in the box.  
 

With each sale of The Real Easter Egg a donation is made 
to Traidcraft Exchange to support some of the poorest 
farmers in the world. More than £40,000 has been donated 
so far.  
 

David Marshall, founder of the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company, said: ñIt is encouraging to hear many lives have 
been changed by people receiving a Real Easter Egg. It is proof that the 
events of Easter, including the death and resurrection of Jesus, have 
the power to open minds, change lives and offer real hope. It is also a 
boost for charitable giving, Fairtrade and the work of trade justice. I hope 
individuals will hunt out a Real Easter Egg this year.ò 
 

Details on how to buy are at: www.realeasteregg.co.uk 
 
 

The Joys of Easter  

This month many children will be taking part in Easter egg hunts, with the 
goal of collecting as many chocolate eggs and other tasty treats as possible. 
While these hunts are a challenging and fun form of entertainment for 
children, they also provide an apt metaphor for our search for Christ.  
 

Children have faith they will find treats: so should we with our seeking of 
Christ. Only these treats are not for our taste buds, but for our souls. We 
start with little clue of what to expect or where to look. We donôt know exactly 
when or where the Lord will turn up, but we know the rewards. Crucially, we 
should conduct the search with as much joy in our hearts as children 
on an egg hunt. 
 

Eric Holland 
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