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Welcome to our church:
a place of worship and
of community.

Notes from the Manse…
Our services
are childrenfriendly, with
a Sunday
School for
very young
children and
their carers,
which starts
after the first
20 minutes of
the service.
Coffee and
Tea are
served after
each Sunday
service in the
downstairs
rooms.
Please do
join us.
If you wish to
discuss a
wedding or
christening,
please see
one of the
authorized
persons at
the front desk
after a
Sunday
service.

Over the last three months I have been doing a fair amount of
reﬂecting on the ways in which God has been present in my life
since I accepted the call to be the minister of Saltaire United
Reformed Church, and Ecumenical Chaplain to the village of
Saltaire. Special Category Ministries are difficult in many ways to
balance as there will inevitably be times when it is not possible to
divide the time into a chunk of ﬁfty per cent here and ﬁfty per cent
there. Indeed I have shared a number of times within the elders’
and the Church Meeting that there are invariably weeks when it
has been necessary to concentrate on the life of the church, and
vice versa. Often when I meet people and they learn that I have a
shared role I am often asked if it feels like a juggling act, and for
the most part the answer will always be yes.
During the last ﬁfteen months I have strived to maintain a balance
in working within the church and out in the community, and it has
been challenging but necessary to reﬂect and to examine how my
time has been used and what I have prioritised. In August of this
year, I had my ﬁrst yearly review of the chaplaincy part of my
Special Category Ministry in Saltaire with an ecumenical panel
that was made up of representatives of the churches that I serve.
In writing my report for the panel I was able to collate information
from my working diary, and the journals that run alongside the
body of work that I have completed and projects that are still
ongoing.
Journaling has played an important part in my life as it has often
been useful to look back over certain parts of my working and
personal life. Journaling has often been a useful tool that has
allowed me to not only learn valuable things about myself, but also
to learn about the times when God was present, and often in the
everyday.
Admittedly, I was surprised to ﬁnd that I had forgotten about some
of the projects and the body of work that I had been a part of out
in community, and there is a part of me that can rationalise and
understand how this can happen. Most clergy would deﬁne
ministry as a vocation whereby each day often feels as though we
leap frog from one piece of work to another. That in no way
suggests that people or projects have not mattered, but rather
there has been the recognition that as an individual we have done

the best that we given the circumstances.
It is perhaps important to point out that my report for the chaplaincy panel revealed that
although it has been challenging and incredibly rewarding, the boundaries of shared
time have been respected in working within the church and out in the community.
I have also written two in-depth reports for the May, and September Church Meeting this
year that have concentrated on my work within our church family. However, I am fully
aware that I have made a conscious decision to not include parts of my role as minister
within the church reports as it would seem unnecessary to elaborate on.
I have been asked for the purposes of this article to describe the work that is involved
with the delivery of a wedding. Wedding couples vary in so many ways, from having a
clear understanding of what kind of wedding they would like complete with a theme and
endless check lists, to couples who need a lot of guidance and support. A fair amount of
my time is given to the meeting, and nurturing of wedding couples. I do not have a one
size ﬁts all wedding template, as we ourselves come in all shapes and sizes, and we are
beautifully rich and diverse.
I encourage all wedding couples to put a personal stamp on their wedding, so that it
reﬂects their relationship, the love that they share and their hopes and dreams for the
future. I often meet with wedding couples a number of times before we reach the big
day, and there are often vast amounts of telephone calls, emails and text messages. I
feel strongly that the weddings that we offer in our beautiful church are great
opportunities to reach out with love and understanding to couples of all ages. Weddings
are worth investing in as not only are they opportunities to reveal God’s love, but they
serve to remind the families gathered that we as a church are offering an invitation to
join us on our Christian journey.
I have also taken a fair number of funerals in the last ﬁfteen months, and a growing
number of infant baptisms.
I am very much looking forward to meeting Mike in Thailand on the 3rd of October as it
will be our ﬁrst holiday in sixteen months!
I am also looking forward to seeing how God will be present in our church life and out in
community when I return.
Every blessing,
Rev’d Caroline Andrews
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Diary for October 2016
Date
Sat

1st

Time
11am1pm

Event
Junk Modelling for children (free event at the church)

12noon4pm

The Big Picnic in Roberts Park.

10.30am

Communion Service led by Rev. Caroline Andrews.
Organist: Mr Howard Hutchinson.

12 noon

Church Meeting.

Sun 9th

10.30am

Family Service led by Dr Pat Nicholls.
Organist: Mr Geoff Collins.

Sun 16th

*9.30am*

Family Service led by Rev. Michael Mewis.
Organist: Mr John Chapman.

10.30am

Family Service led by Rev. Caroline Andrews.
Organist: Mr Robert Moorby.

12 noon

Messenger deadline for November’s edition.

Sun 2nd

Sun 23rd
Sat 29th

1pm

Wedding of David Henshaw & Elsa Benn.

Sun 30th

10.30am

Family Service led by the Worship Group.
Organist: Mr Geoff Collins.

*********************************************************************************
Can you spare 2 hours, once a month on a Monday afternoon? Toddler Praise meets
1.30pm until 3pm each week and helpers are needed to set up the room, make tea and
coffee and help clear away the toys after the session. Please speak to Helen O’Loan or
June Blue for more information or to put your name down on a monthly rota. It will be a
terrible loss if this provision has to end.
**********************************************************************************
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Regular Church Activities
10.30am
Service:

1st – Communion
2nd 3rd 4th & 5th – Family Services

1pm–4pm

Church & cafe open to the public (all year)

1.30–3pm

Toddlers’ Praise Time

7–8.30pm

Bell ringing practice

7-7.30pm

Prayer meeting for the Church and Saltaire

7.30pm

Elders’ meeting (meets 1st Tue in the month)

6-9pm

5th Shipley Scout Groups’ meetings

The church is open to visitors 2pm-4pm Monday to Friday from April to September.
Please join in! New group members are assured a warm welcome.

Thanks & Notices
CAROLINE’S HOLIDAY & WEEKLY DAY OFF
Our minister Caroline is taking a much needed holiday from 2nd - 20th October and she
should not be contacted by telephone or text during that period. Her work telephone will
be diverted to the Ecumenical Team and they will deal with urgent requests for pastoral
support in her absence. In addition please only send her essential e-mails whilst she is
away to reduce her workload once she is back. Church matters can be referred to
Richard and Sue, the Joint Church Secretaries, preferably by e-mail to
thesecretary@saltaireurc.org.uk and we will respond within 48 hours, or to any of the
serving Elders whose telephone contact details are at the back of The Messenger.
When Caroline returns from holiday she will be taking Friday as her weekly day off
beginning on Friday 28th October. Please respect Caroline's right to a regular break
from her duties as our minister and Chaplain to the village of Saltaire and refrain from
contacting her on Friday's.
Richard and Sue Longbottom, Joint Church Secretaries
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VISIT OF "KENNET" ON LEEDS/LIVERPOOL CANAL
To mark the 200th Anniversary of the "Kennet" Barge along the Leeds/Liverpool Canal,
the "Kennet" will be arriving in Saltaire at approximately 11am on Sunday 16th October.
The Church Service has been brought forward one hour to 9.30am to allow the
congregation to take part in the celebrations.
Joyce Poot
TRACKING THE BRONTES
This was a one-hour whistle stop tour in celebration of the bicentenary of the birth of the
Bronte sisters, beginning with Charlotte in 1816.
Eddie Lawler and Charissa Hutchins are to be congratulated on a very informative and
entertaining evening which traced the lives and deaths of the Bronte family, beautifully
told through stories, photographs and original songs by Eddie Lawler. The evening was
enhanced by the beautiful soprano voice of Charissa Hutchins.
Many thanks to both Eddie and Charissa for a splendid evening.
Janet & Dick Clark
SCONCE CANCELLED
The October trip to Scone has been cancelled, although we hope another date will be
set for next year.

A Prayer For All Who Are Experiencing an
Ache in Their Hearts
May God, the provider
of green pastures
and quiet waters,
be the peace in our hearts today.
May Jesus, our guide
on mountain top
and valley deep,
be the hope in our hearts today.
May the Spirit of truth
and knowledge,
comforter and friend,
be the strength in our hearts today.
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OUR JOINT SECRETARIES
I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the way in which Sue, and Richard
Longbottom have risen to the challenge of their shared joint role of secretary in the life
of the church. Within a short time after their induction at the beginning of May, Sue and
Richard were left holding the reins of not only the position of joint secretary, but in
carrying the needs of our church family as I had been admitted to hospital suffering
from pancreatitis.
Many have commented on how it was indeed a baptism of ﬁre for our newly appointed
secretaries, especially as they had been left with the responsibility to ensure that a
wedding would take place within twenty-four hours of my having been admitted into
Bradford Royal Inﬁrmary. However, Sue and Richard had taken those ﬁrst weeks in their
stride, and as I had expected they worked in a professional and incredibly efficient
manner. Throughout the last ﬁve months our secretaries have continued to serve the
church with integrity, a high level of competence, whilst consistently endeavouring to
produce a body of work that is inextricably linked to their prayer life.
In recognising the ways in which Sue and Richard have used their gifts to serve the
church, I feel that it is equally important to allow them the space and the time to enjoy all
aspects of church life. There are a number of women within our church who are involved
in offering a ﬂower ministry to enhance the mood, and feel of the church, particularly for
the Sunday morning worship, and Sue is a keen member of this group. Similarly,
Richard is happy to continue being a part of the ‘opening team’ fulﬁlling afternoon
church opening duties from April to September. Sue and Richard would very much like
to continue to be involved in working on events that would contribute to building our
church family, such as the last day out to Sconce.
Upon reﬂecting on the body of work that Sue, and Richard have been able to offer thus
far as the joint secretaries to our church family, I feel that it is necessary to adhere to the
guidelines of the church secretary duties that have been laid down by the national
United Reformed Church. I have included the ‘Guidelines to being a Church Secretary’
within this edition of the Messenger magazine, and would hope that all members and
adherents of our church family would spend some time in becoming acquainted with
these guidelines.
Rev. Caroline Andrews
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http://urc.org.uk/what_we_do/communications/information_booklets/information_booklet
s/church_secretary.pdf
Lots more information can be found at:
www.saltaireurc.org.uk
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For more information contact Linda Malloy 01274 400771
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